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FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS: 


On 23rd November, 1937 the Spirit of Progress entered 
service and brought with it a standard of luxury that was 
to become synonomous with this train. 

Since then it has survived a world war, the transition 
fiom steam to diesel, a change of gauge from broad to 
standard and an extension in running from Albury to 
Sydney. 

In recent times the future of the Spirit of Progess has 
been under a cloud. With dwindling patronage, high 
operating costs, and rumours of a combined train with 
the Southern Aurora, the future does not look good. 

With so many changes taking place in the railways at 
the moment, can we stand by and see one of our famous 
trains disappear forever. While the rollingstock will have 
to be replaced to maintain and even upgraded the service, 
it would be a tragedy if the name Spirit of Progress is 
removed from the timetable after nearly 50 years service. 


Front Cover: Brand new and ready to go, P11 sits outside 
Martin & 2 factory at Somerton on Mon.31.4.84. 
(Neville Mann 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR NON-MEMBERS 
Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 
the-counter copies. 
May - April — $20.00 
November - April — $10.00 


All subscriptions expire with the April issue. Write to 
ARHS Membership Officer, Box 5177AA, GPO 
Melbourne 3001, for subscriptions and details of member- 
ship, monthly meetings and activities. 


Opposite above: A sight no longer to be seen as X50 and 
Alco 934 hurry through Parwan past the now removed 
semaphore signals. Sun.27.11.83. 


Opposite below: On Sun.18.12.83, X50 leads 931 as the 
Up Overland was diverted around the goods line at 
Tottenham to South Kensington due to track work at 
Sunshine. Here we see it at West Footscray beside the 
standard gauge line. (Both photos Graham Withers) 


This issue marks the start of another financial year for 
Newsrail, and brings with it the biggest problem facing its staff 
at the moment — the cover price. With the sharp rise this year 
we hope to achieve two goals, cover any further increase for as 
long as possible and also supply at least seven colour covers. 
We hope our regular readers will continue to support us and 
help us to produce an even better magazine. 

Have you seen anything newsworthy happening on the rail- 
way scene lately? If so why not jot it down and send it off to 
our News Editor? He is sitting at home with very little to do as 
his supply of News has nearly dried up. Here is your chance to 
join our staff as an in the field reporter and keep the magazine 


going. 
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We would like to thank all who have contributed to this 
issue and look forward to your support in the future. All 
articles, items and photos are acknowledged at the bottom. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS (see p. 158) 


How to Place your Advertisement: Using block letters 
include full name, address and phone number and send with 
cheque (no cash) payable to the ARHS to the Advertising 
Manager, Michael de Josselin, 6 Roymar Crt., Wonga Park, 
3115. Closing date of Advertisements is the 18th of each 
month. 


Charges: A minimum of $2.50 per entry per month. A max- 
imum of 5 words per line aonth. 


Charges: A minimum of $2.50 per entry per month. A max- 
imum of 5 words per line and a limit of 6 lines. If more than 6 
lines are required a surcharge of 30 cents per line applies. 
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Grand Queensland Tour ’83 


QUEENSLAND: THE BIG SUNSHINE-RAIL 
STATE 


The Queensland Railways differed from southern 
States in that they were Government owned from the 
outset and did not originate from the capital city, 
Brisbane. 

Six years after Queensland became a separate Col- 
ony the first train ran on 31st July, 1865 from Ipswich, 
38 km west of Brisbane to Bigge’s Camp (now Grand- 
chester) to open up the fertile Darling Downs country 
and connect it with Port Ipswich. The gauge chosen of 
3'6" (1067 mm) was for reasons of cheapness and 
then adequacy. At times even this gauge proved rather 
too expensive with only 31,000 inhabitants in 1861 and 
214,000 by 1881 spread over vast areas. 


The rail system was built up from a series of isolated 
lines running from ports, as necessity demanded it, 
partly to open up the inland, partly to serve mineral 
areas and partly to catch votes, the latter reason being 
an impediment in other states also. All but the now 
closed Cooktown - Laura and still surviving Norman- 
ton - Croydon lines were finally connected by comple- 
tion of the North Coast line, Brisbane to Cairns in 
1924. As traffic developed considerable rebuilding was 
necessary and this continues today with quite major 
projects. Total QGR mileage at 30.9.83 was narrow 
gauge (1067mm) 9858km and standard gauge 
(1435 mm) 111 km; steam locos 4, diesel electric locos 
605, diesel mechanical locos 4, carriages 1098, wagons 
24,170 and railmotors 44. During the last 20 year 
period, passengers carried rose from 25,892,983 to 
34,236,961 (largely attributed to tourism on the North 
Coast line and more recently Brisbane suburban 
electrification) and great mining developments have 
boosted freight tonnage from 8,215,779 to 43,004,067 
tonnes. 

While Western Australia, that other major three- 
foot-six State has replaced all except one of its narrow 
gauge passenger services, a mere 185 km from Perth to 
Bunbury, with modern buses, the QR still offers some 
4386 km of main line airconditioned Lander trains 
with sleeping and sitting accommodation. Introduced 
in 1953 and currently being upgraded with stainless 
steel rollingstock, these fine trains have a similar 
solidarity about them as the original Overland steel cars 
built around the same period. In contrast, the new 
stainless steel stock tends to produce a ‘tinnier’ sound, 
particularly the QR’s first roomettes which are clattery, 
mainly due to track and undergear noises entering the 
separate compartments via their own individual toilet 
outlet shute. 

In an era when most railways are abandoning full 
dining car services in favour of more economical 
buffet take-away facilities the QR recently ordered five 
new stainless steel dining cars. While take-aways may 
suffice in other States on inter-city services where 
generally only one meal is consumed, long distance 
trains such as the 38 hour, 1681 km (1043 miles) Sun- 
lander journey with mainly tourist patrons between 
Brisbane and Cairns demands more sophisticated eat- 
ing facilities. In addition to these world-class passenger 
trains the QR still schedules thousands of kilometres 
of secondary passenger services with elderly wooden 
non-airconditioned stock. Whilst most mixed and 
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goods (with passenger accommodation attached) pro- 
vide the only means of public transport in outback 
areas some surprising legacies of the past still exist on 
main lines, such as the 270km Brisbane - 
Maryborough mixed. 

Southerners freshly accustomed to 160 km/hr XPTs 
find ample time to relax up North. Rich in legendary 
wait-a-while timetables, passengers take days, not 
hours to reach destinations due to a more leisurely 
pace and vast distances involved — up to 2298 km 
(1435 miles) Brisbane to Mount Isa. To the QR’s 
credit, on-time and better destination arrivals were 
experienced during 3684 km of regular train travel 
with maximum permissable speeds ranging from 
60 km/h (35 mph) to 80 km/h (50 mph). 


GRAND QUEENSLAND TOUR ’83 


GQT sponsored by the ARHS-V between October 7- 
30 involved a total of 9189 km, Brisbane to Brisbane 
including rail 6545 km, road 1040 km, air 1550 km, 
sea and 54km. Optional forward transfer off the 
beaten track Melbourne - Sydney - Dubbo - Bourke - 
Cunnamulla - Brisbane added 3019 km (rail 2395 km; 
road 624 km) making a grand total of 12,208 km. The 
Society’s previous tour, mainly steam, of Queensland 
was in 1964. 

Departing Spencer St at 5.20 pm in a mixed consist 
of blue, orange and red stock the 307 km shake-down 
ride to Albury was noticeably over a rough track. With 
the airconditioned steel AZ suspension bottoming on 
occasions one wondered how the veteran 6 wheel 
bogies under the BE survived. The on-train food was 
the worst experienced throughout the entire three 
State tour. Heeding staff warning against kebabs the 
only other manly alternative was hamburgers which 
left the consumer bloated and still hungry. Sweets hesi- 
tantly chosen comprised a yukky baby’s food type che- 
try pudding. An associate who has completed 15 Vic- 
torian country rail trips confirms the disappointing 
standard of V/Line on-train catering. 

After a restless night in the front units of the Vis- 
count motel, listening to noisy Hume Highway road 
transports thundering past, heart beats quickened at 
Albury station when the 8.00 am XPT set was sud- 
denly removed from the platform for ‘brake adjust- 
ments’. Promptly rectified the XPT soon impressed 
with excellent riding qualities and up to 162 km/h on 
the 7 hour 25 minute (643 km) run to Sydney. Being 
the Labour Day weekend Monday the one-class XPT 
was fully booked with the buffet offering a wider 
variety of edible foods heavily patronised resulting in 
tea bags running out soon after midday. In contrast, it 
was way back to old fashioned reality in the veteran 
wooden sleeping cars on the 9.55 pm Western Mail for 
the 462 km to Dubbo. Day 3 saw the group transfer by 
charter coach via Bourke 624km to Cunnamulla, 
Queensland where most of the local populace were at 
the station busily unloading supplies from the recently 
arrived Westlander, which like most QR trains includes 
refrigerated vans for perishable goods. This scene of 
intense activity was reminiscent of Victorian country 
Station prior to parcel traffic shifting to road transport 
during the mid 1960s. 

Outback Cunnamulla is not very far from legendary 
Birdsville. The telephone exchange is still human — 


NEWSRAIL 


manual! The group passengers good humouredly 


— accepted the organiser’s pre-tour notation that at some 


remote areas they may be staying at the best hotel in 
town (the only one!) — not the Hilton — there are no 
doormen, porters or escalators out there — just clean 
rooms, good food and a licensee with a hearty 
welcome. This proved to be true. Any early tour shy- 
ness amongst passengers was soon swept (washed?) 
away as the group endeavoured to escape the heat 
under the Cunnamulla Hotel community showers fed 
with hot water from underground bores. What the bar- 
maid failed to disclose was that for the first five 
minutes the supply is icy cold. You guessed it, every- 
body jumped under the showers expecting IHW (ins- 
tant hot water) — the yells of cold horror could be 
heard all over town. During times of such chaos one 
could be excused for dropping the soap. In this case the 
organiser was so startled he lost his glasses! The pre- 
vious month Cunnamulla was enlived with the staging 
of the Annual World Lizard Racing Championships. 
Visitors were warned about being knocked over by 
next year’s contenders being trained out the back of 
the ’otel! Despite being 2036 km away from ‘home’ 
the Victorians joined the locals in the lounge bar to 
view K190 featured in the ABC-TV series ‘Country 
Wide’. 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


At 7.40 am next morning the group boarded the Wesr- 
lander for the 23 hour, 20 minute (972 km) journey 


east to Brisbane. Prior to departure the outback 
friendliness, particularly amongst railway men and 
women became almost overwhelming. This was to 
continue for the next 25 days. Without solicitation, 
immediate invitations were issued for cab rides, photo- 
stops arranged and everybody made feel genuinely 
welcome. 


Most ’Lander trains include a food bar car, similar to 
Victoria’s former minibuffets. With only seating for 10 
and a staff of two or three, the cheery manageress was 
obviously perplexed at catering for the large ARHS 
group for breakfast (or any meal) when usually the 
couple of locals joining would have already eaten and 
they would be lucky to pick up anybody else during the 
first 195 km to Charleville. Reassuring words from the 
organiser, assistance from the co-operative chief con- 
ductor washing the limited supply of dishes and 
passengers clearing the tables, four separate sittings 
were introduced with everybody being well fed. Well 
fed is an understatement! In almost unbelievable con- 
trast to the southern states, the QR really excelled in - 
on-train refreshment services. A choice for breakfast 
of 11 tastefully cooked hot dishes including steak, 
eggs, tomatoes, cereals, toast, fruit juice, tea or coffee 
all speedily cooked and courteously served. Succulent 
roasts for dinner with a variety of table wines and other 
drinks, not forgetting the tempting freshly cooked 
pikelets, jam and cream for those whose stomachs 
could stand the strain for afternoon tea. Between Cun- 
namulla and Charleville, junction station of the 


Preserved 4-8-0, C17 974 crosses the near century old Dickabram Bridge, a combined rail-road wood and iron 
structure on the Kingaroy branch, while returning from Miva on 8.10.83. (All photos John Dare) 
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221 km ‘branch’ to Quilpie, the Westlander is locally 
nicknamed ‘The Dog’ and the composite car and vans 
detached and attached for the connection on the 
branch, ‘The Flea’. It was interesting to note that after 
our 6.00 am arrival Brisbane the same food bar car 
staff immediately commenced duty at the Roma St 
refreshment room. 


TRANSPORT WEEK 


The Tour fortunately coincided with the Govern- 
ment’s Transport Week. Brisbane suburban rail ser- 
vices offer a variety of travel ranging from brand new 
electrics to diesel hauled stainless steel sets (the mid- 
1950s ‘electrics’ which never did and never will 
become electric multiple units) and veteran, swing- 
door ‘dog-box’ Evans wooden sets. Due to the great 
upsurge in patronage generated by electrification the 
long neglected wooden cars expected to be scrapped 
are now being refurbished to handle the extra traffic 
beyond the capacity of the electrics. Interstaters joined 
the ARHS-Q’s steam day tour behind preserved 4-8-0, 
C17, No.974 to Miva on the Kingaroy branch with its 
interesting road-rail bridge. A memorable event was 
the photostop held on the north side of a tunnel. Those 
who Stayed on board the train when it reversed into the 
already smoke filled tunnel re-emerged coughing and 
black. Sunday was a free transport day with a 
difference. The city council and private buses still 
charged normal fares, only the trains were free. This 
caused considerable confusion and arguments. Free 
steam train shuttles proved popular with three engines 
in steam. Operated by the QR these trips must have 


been a costly exercise with Sunday rates for about 16 
conductors (two per car) to supervise the open end- 
platform carriages, plus normal crews. Vandals placed 
wedges in a set of points causing disruption late in the 
afternoon when the C17 was derailed. During an 
escorted inspection tour of Ipswich Workshops a wide 
range of QR manufacturing and repair work was seen. 
Old time operations included rebuilding wooden 
rollingstock and even new wooden underframes. 

Brisbane’s first suburban electric services opened on 
19th November, 1979. The $260 million electrification 
project approved in 1974 was completed on 15th Octo- 
ber, 1983 seven months early and within 0.5% of the 
original estimate. These attractive, stainless steel 
EMUs, built by Walkers, Maryborough, Quensland, 
compare favourably with Melbourne’s Comeng sets, 
their semi-continuous windows giving greater vision 
than the latter. 

Official anti-train travel policy was experienced by 
the group trying to buy day return tickets to 
Toowoomba on the Main Western line. Eighteen peo- 
ple at various Roma St station ticket windows had to 
plea with staff for rail tickets instead of the highly pro- 
moted co-ordinated bus service. The railmotor trip 
offers fantastic views crossing the Range. At the 
Toowoomba ancient varnished railway refreshment 
room where only recently the old pounds, shillings and 
pence food prices were changed to dollars and cents, a 
sit down roast chicken lunch was rushed for only $2. 
Due to a shortage of railmotors the 161 km return 
journey was made all the more exciting in a diesel 
hauled set of old wooden carriages and a determined 
crew maintaining the railmotor schedule. 


The Capricornian hauled by 1569 arrives Rockhampton after a 639 km overnight journey north from Brisbane 
26.10.83. 
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The Midlander hauled by 1646 at outback Winton in 41° “Spring” weather after the 863 km journey west from 
Rockhampton. 12.10.83. 


GREAT NORTHERN JOURNEY 


The Main Tour departed on Monday, 10th October at 

6.20 pm aboard The Capricornian for the 14 hour, 10 
minute overnight journey (639km) north to 
Rockhampton. Interstaters, unaccustomed to riding 
the QR could be heard in animated conversation and 
wonderment at the seemingly endless curves. In the 
rat-race of the busy North Coast line, The Capricor- 
nian lacked the friendly, relaxing charm of the inland 
*Lander trains. The crowded, sterile, laminated, color- 
less combined food bar-lounge car with a few space 
consuming chairs was packed with standee drinkers in 
conditions reminiscent of Victoria’s 6 o’clock hotel 
closing. 

At Rockhampton an inspection was arranged of the 
control room in the new multi-storey QR central divi- 
sion headquarters. Here, without the advantages of 
CTC which extends 110 km south to Gladstone, train 
controllers muster considerable wizardery to handle 
around 75 trains a day on the busy single track north to 
Mackay with a cumbersome staff system. 

The group departed Rockhampton at 5.55 pm on 
The Midlander for the 20 hour, 11 minute, (863 km) 
journey westwards to Winton. Crews handed around 
newspaper clippings of the Medway Creek disaster in 
1960 when The Midlander crashed through a bridge 
weakened by a flash flood. The ARHS group listened 
intentively to the weather forecast, relieved somewhat 
at the news of continuing drought. Apart from the old 
track formation, little remains of the former Aramac 
Tramway, closed in 1975 which branched off at Bar- 
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caldine where a once giant gum tree under which the 
Queensland Labor Party was formed in 1891 now 
looks in danger of extinction due to neglect and van- 
dalism. 

Outback hospitality prevailed at 2.06 pm on arrival 
under the corrugated iron roofed Winton station. The 
41° heat knocked the southerners as they alighted 
from the air-conditioned train. Staff *phoned-around 
and soon a mini-bus and truck arrived for the transfer 
to the North Gregory Hotel. Here, in contrast to 
swanky hotels elsewhere, the licensee bounded up the 
stairs with the luggage. On the beds was a light hearted 
‘Welcome’ circular explaining the history and features 
of the ’otel. ‘The first was built in 1879, it is not certain 
if it was burnt or pulled down (perhaps it fell down?) 
but the second and third definitely went up in flames in 
1916 and 1946’. Then, ‘as you will understand room 
standards vary and the room assigned to you comes as 
the luck of the draw’. If the airconditioners weren’t the 
best, just sleep with the doors open out on to the street 
balcony was the advice. Needless to say, the place was 
clean and food good. 

In 1895, A B ‘Banjo’ Paterson wrote ‘Waltzing 
Matilda’ not far from Winton. Qantas — Queensland 
and Northern Territory Aerial Service was founded at 
Winton in 1920. 

It would take some three days to travel the 799 km 
by primitive mixed and goods (with cars attached) 
trains via Hughenden to Mount Isa. We chose the 
direct road route of 480 km by charter coach in a day. 
A somewhat exhausted driver who had driven over 
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empty the previous day warned that the Landsborough 
Highway was a highway by name and nothing else. At 
the start of one horror stretch a sign announced ‘Cau- 
tion. Dirt side track next 200 km’! The ‘highway’ is 
being upgraded under the Bi-Centenial funding. 

An uninspiring stainless steel structure on the main 
line between Townsville and Mount Isa has replaced 
the former imposing roofed station at Cloncurry which 
necessitated trains arriving and reversing on a triangle. 
‘The Curry’ usually has 71 days per year over the cen- 
tury (38°C), 126 days over 95°F (35°C) and 253 days 
over 85°F (30°C). For some this clear dry inland heat 
is more livable to the lower humid temperatures along 
the coast. 

Back in 1923 when minerals were first discovered at 
Mount Isa the QR was tardy about extending the rail- 
way there. Six years later it reached Mount Isa from 
Duchess on the undertaking that the mining com- 
panies guaranteed any losses. Eventually Mount Isa 
Mines became the QR’s biggest and highest revenue 
customer. The Isa with its mine dominating above the 
town is a man made oasis in an arid land. During the 
ARHS Tour beautiful Lake Moondarra was at a low 
evel, without rain for 3'2 years. Floods in early 1984 
isolated the city of 30,000 inhabitants. 

Mount Isa, like other outback terminals served by 
Lander trains has a twice weekly service. If you miss 
the /nlander out on Saturday night you must wait five 
days until the next or take your chance on the slow 
mixed train. Thus, increasing numbers of the well paid 
community opt for the faster air service compared to 
20% hours to Townsville and nearly 56 hours to 
Brisbane by rail. 

The ARHS group made certain they didn’t miss the 
10.00 pm /nlander Saturday for the 957 km east to 
Townsville on the Great Northern railway. Intentions 
of exploring Charters Towers with its many National 
Trust classified buildings were abandoned due to the 
44°C heat. By now the southerners no longer rushed to 
windows or doorways to see or film packs of kangaroos 
and emus which were common along the trackside. 
Industrialised Townsville was reached at 6.30 pm Sun- 
day. Here the locals were gloating at having obtained a 
$19 million contract by Goninan North Queensland 
Ltd to build thirteen 2390 hp diesel electric locos for 
the Newlands Coal Project. Most of the QR’s locos and 
rollingstock are built by Walkers, Maryborough. 

The 9.55 pm departure of the north bound Sun- 
lander was delayed considerably when instead of con- 
ductors re-making up vacated berths it was decided to 
attach cars already made up off the /nlander for the 
ARHS group. The delay was caused by having to 
detach and reattach the power car with all its complex 
and time consuming electric couplings. The generous 8 
hour 5 minute schedule for the 340 km is designed to 
accommodate such delays and Cairns was reached on 
time at 6.00 am after a rough ride at times. 

Some people mistakenly think that the further you 
go north the hotter it gets and the days are longer. The 
reverse applies in relation to the latter. Thus, tourists 
who spend most of the day travelling do not benefit 
greatly from the much promoted slogan ‘Queensland 
the Sunshine State’ where its generally dark soon after 
6.00 pm, some three hours sooner than other States 
with daylight saving. Cairns, the northern tourist 
capital will soon obtain more income from tourism 
than even the sugar industry. While most tourist 
centres in other States capitalise on extended trading 
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hours to snare the tourist dollar, Cairns shops shut 
around 5.00 pm denying many visitors the opportunity 
to purchase souvenirs, etc. Although Queenslanders 
do not, on the surface, appear to want daylight saving 
(probably because Joh says ‘no’) the railways seem to 
have their own system of time regulation. It is com- 
mon for passengers to be tossed out of trains arriving 
at terminals at 5.45 am. And, even if you are not due to 
arrive at your destination for another day you are likely 
to be awakened at 5.30 am for a ‘cuppa’ even if you 
plead the night before that you would rather prefer 
sleep. 

Historic Hides Hotel with its preserved National 
Trust exterior and modern motel annexe provided the 
best breakfast service (including lashings of bubble 
and squeak) encountered world wide during 22 years 
of rail touring by the writer. 


UP THE RANGE 


Nobody is allowed to visit Cairns without an obligatory 
trip up The Range 34 km to Kuranda. Before the last 
War the Grandstand train of three cars, each with 
longitudinal seating arranged in tiers, and deep long 
windows on one side only provided the tourist train 
service. After being replaced for many years by railmo- 
tors loco hauled trains operate regularly due to the tre- 
mendous popularity of the line which is widely and 
successfully promoted as a leading tourist attraction. 
Features include 15 tunnels, Barron Gorge, Stoney 
Creek Falls, Barron Falls, Robbs Monument and 
Kuranda Station with its profusion of tropical plants, 
flowers, ferns and shrubs. 

Alas, the original Grandstand cars have not survived 
but the QR is to be commended for restoring 28 
Davidson elipitical roofed cars including 4 car-vans in 
attractive deep red and cream, a much improved image 
to the drab brown of other wooden passenger stock. 
Now known as the Kuranda cars these have saloon 
cross bench seating favouring the scenic side and a 
passageway along the opposite or non-scenic side. The 
only pity is that any grubby light lines diesel electric 
loco is likely to appear at the front on an otherwise 
immaculate tourist train. Patronage ranges around 
100,000 per year with morning and afternoon services 
during May-September. 

The ARHS-V group travelled on the 9.00 am 
Tourist train of 14 cars. Later in the week there was the 
regular train of 12 cars plus an 11 car special departing 
from Cairns wharf packed with tourists from an over- 
seas cruise ship. Other local rail attractions include a 
trip up The Range and on to Mareeba and Ravenshoe, 
a 332 km day return rail car outing with fine scenery. 
There is also a visit to the Mossman Central Mill to 
tide the ‘Bally Hooley’ steam sugar cane express 
hauled by a gas-fired, smokeless 0-6-2 Fowler (ex 
Bundaberg) driven by young Jenni Watson with long 
plaits swishing across the back of her overalls — the 
first station mistress in Queensland to gain her steam 


loco driver’s ticket. . 
(Continued next month). 
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PASSENGER TRAINS 
OF OUR 
FAR NORTH 


Above: Eastbound /nlander hauled by 1575 on the 957 km 
journey from Mount Isa to Townsville at Charter Towers. 
16.10.83. 


Below: Hauled by 1629, the 14 car Kuranda tourist train stops 
at Barron Falls while over 500 passengers alight to view the 
spectacular scenery. The headboard is a warning to those who 
may think of walking along the track with its 15 tunnels, high 
viaducts and narrow cuttings. 17.10.83. 


MOVING THE 
WHEAT HARVEST 


Above: Twin S class haul another empty block train through 
Lubeck towards Murtoa. The now closed Bolangum branch is 
on the left. 17.1.84. (Mal Austin) 


Below: B74 and C503 hold 2220 ton of export grain at 
Myaman loop as they await a cross before heading to Portland. 
7.3.84. (Jamie Gordon) 


T382-T342-X32-T413 roll 
downhill into Bealiba with a 
load of empties heading 
north in steady rain on 
Sat.31.12.83. 


Sporting all three colour 
schemes, B74-T337 and 
T370 grind up grade from 
Taradale to Malmsbury on 
No. 9060 express wheat 
train on Wed.28.12.83. (Both 
photos Graham Withers) 
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B66 and X51 are enroute 
between Quambatouk and 5 
Boort on their way south Ps 
with 22 loaded hoppers. 
15.1.84. (David Hill) 
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Above: $313 and B83 heading down the main street of Whycheproof on Up wheat train No.196 on Thurs.5.1.84. 
(Graham Withers) 


Opposite above: T349-343-342 blast out of Maryborough with the 0900 wheat train to Geelong on 
Thurs.5.1.84. (Graham Withers) 


Opposite below: B63-T413-383 powering through Castlemaine at the beginning of the long climb to 
Elphingstone with No.9060 express wheat train on Fri.6.1.84. (Graham Withers) 


Below: An empty wheat train roars away from Broadford behind B72 on 20.12.83. (John Dennis) 


TRAIN FOLLOWINC 
30 MINUTES 
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Melton 


toe station celebrated its Centenary on 2nd April, 
84. 

On that day one hundred years ago, the new branch 
line was opened between Braybrook Junction (now 
Sunshine) and Melton, with stations at Kororoit (now 
Deer Park) and Mount Atkinson (now Rockbank). 

Melton then had a 10 ft. platform on the south side 
of the line with two loops on the north, much as it is 
today. There may have been a carriage dock on the 
Parwan end of the platform, but it did not get listed for 
some years. On 1.4.1886, the line was extended to Par- 
wan, the intermediate siding for Staughton’s being 
opened on 5.5.1886. 

Bacchus Marsh was reached on 16.2.1887, and the 
final section of the ‘direct’ line to Ballarat was com- 
pleted on 4.12.1889. Adelaide Expresses commenced 
running through Melton on 17.3.1890. 

The staff and ticket of 1884 gave way to large electric 
staff in 1898, and in 1889, the interlocking frame was 
installed. The signal levers were housed in a trapezium 
shaped bay which had been part of the Leeor station 
building, (three miles east of Serviceton). The western 
part of the building was built locally. 

The Royal Train carrying the Duke of Cornwall and 
York as part of the Federation ‘shivoo’, passed 
through Melton on 13th May, 1901, and the Bacchus 
Marsh newspaper wrote that the Duke didn’t seem 
very interested in the citizens of the new Common- 
wealth. If the Duke had kept a diary, it would be 
interesting to read what he thought of Melton, 83 years 
ago. 


JACK McLEAN 


Even by 1903, the timetable was a great improve- 
ment on that of 1884. Melton people could catch the 
express to the city at 9.15, or the Bacchus Marsh milk 
train at 9.51. There were Up passenger trains at 1.35 
pm and 9.23 pm, as well as an untimed milk train (with 
carriage attached) in the evening. 


From Melbourne the 5.45 am goods (which had a 
carriage attached) brought the morning newspapers; 
the 7.45 am pass. arrived at 8.40. The 3.25 pm mixed 
came through at 4.43, and if you told the guard or the 
stationmaster, the Adelaide Express, (4.40 out of 
Spencer St) would stop at Melton at 5.20. 


The 6.15 pm Saturdays excepted and the 7.15 Satur- 
days would, at least according to the timetable, arrive 
at Melton about 55 minutes later. Sunday trains were 
for milk and milk was for babies. These trains were not 
primarily for passengers, who would have been better 
off observing the Sabbath. 


Compared to 1884, the service in 1903 had more 
than doubled, although compared to 1894, it was very 
meagre indeed. If there were four trains a day in 1884, 
and there are 50 something in 1984, one might sup- 
pose that the average was about 27 trains a day over 
the long period. 27 (trains a day) multiplied by 5% 
(working days a week) multiplied by 52 (weeks in a 
year) multiplied by 100 (years) gives a figure of 
772,200 trains which might have run through Melton 
in that time. I wonder when the millionth train will pass 
that way. 


B61 runs through Melton with the 12 30 Down Ballarat pass. as C503 on the 10 45 Adelaide bound Jet sits in 


No.3 road. Mon.9.5.83 (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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For those avid train-spotters and members of the pub- 
lic who regularly travel on the Geelong line, it was a 
common sight to see J515 in one of the sidings at 
Newport. But not anymore, as 515 is to return to ser- 
vice under Steamrail. 

So on 11th February, J515 was removed by Y167 
(V/Line logo) from Newport and piloted to Seymour 
where she will be restored by the ‘Seymour Loco 
Steam Preservation Group’. 

The major work to be carried out will be the retubing 
of the boiler and the rebuilding of firebox and bear- 
ings. Such equipment as the headlight have already 
been completed by volunteers of the SLSPG The work 
will be carried out at the Seymour Loco Shed. 

The Group have already been given by V/Line three 
coaches of wooden type stock although the types are 
not yet known. 

J515’s last public appearance before being removed 
to Newport was for the 1979 Cavalcade of Transport 
where she was on show with R761, D?639 and a few 
others, but owing to a day of total fire-ban she was 
towed in by a pilot from Newport. 

The journey from Newport to Seymour consisted of 
two stops, one at Craigieburn and the other at Wallan 
where the Seymour 12 35 DRC passed them. 

As there was a speed restriction of 20 mph the 
journey took almost 4 hours with 515 arriving at 
Seymour at 15 53. 


Seymour Bound J515 


6 owe 


Y167 rolls J515 over the old highway underpass at Tallarook. 


K153 rolls off the dual-gauge turntable at Seymour during the Vintage Train tour to Stanhope on 1.4.84 as 515 


quietly looks on. (Ken Wiliams) 
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General News 


Eight locos at Oakleigh after a strike. Left to right, L1167, L1159, Y136, Y103 and 105 
and two T class with an L class. (Ken Hancock) 


Standardisation report: A restricted report on the 
Tocumwal - Mangalore standardisation is to be dis- 
cussed at the next meeting of the Transport Advisory 
Council. The report will not be made public until some 
time in May. (FS) 


Angry residents: Sunbury residents are ‘frustrated 
and bitter’ about poor rail transport, the State member 
for Gisborne, Mr Reynolds said. Off-peak ticket 
availability, late trains and overcrowding were some of 
the problems angry residents had to put up with, Mr 
Reynolds said. Mr Reynolds said angry travellers had 
complained many trains were late — particularly the 
8.27 am and 9.05 am from Sunbury to Melbourne. 
Overcrowding occurred on some trains at peak periods. 

Transport Minister Crabb in Opposition promised 
many things, but in 22 months has only achieved a 
new expensive colour scheme, an enlarged and 
impregnable bureaucracy called the State Transit 
Authority, concrete suicide blocks on city roads, a fare 
increase of horrifying proportions and the renaming of 
VicRail to V/Line. 

At the end of this year the ALP Government will 
have sold $472 million worth of trains and trams to 
foreign interests, yet the quality of rollingstock and 
reliability of the system continues to decline. I could 
not help but ask where has all the money gone? (MC) 


Kerang & Koondrook Tramway: A Commonwealth 
Grant for $115,559 has been received by the Shire of 
Kerang for the restoration of Koondrook station and 
construction of a replica of the Sentinel 0-4-0 Coffee 
Pot loco for static display. The grant under the Com- 
munity Employment Program will give work to nine 
people. The project first recommended to Council in 


Centre Pages: BL31, 951, 954 and C507 share a few 
quiet moments together at Mile End Loco during February 
1984. (Graham Grieger) 
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1976 by the Kerang & Koondrook Tramway Associa- 
tion had stalled in recent years due to a controversy 
with locals demanding to move the historic station 
from the main street to the banks of the Murray River. 
The Sentinel replica will be constructed utilising the 


frame of a 4 wheel sheep wagon. It is hoped the project | 


will be completed in time for the Kerang Railway Cen- | 


tenary Tour by the ARHS-V on 3rd November. (POT) 


T class (steam) locos: Thanks to John Buckland for 
his interesting article on the 0-6-0, T class locomotives. 
The pattern engine, No.125 imported in 1874 had a 4 
wheel tender whereas the following 18 were fitted with 
6 wheel tenders when built. As a discerning native of 
the area, who had his first footplate rides on T267 on 
the Kerang & Koondrook Tramway, I note that in the 
beautiful photo (Newsrail March 1984, p.78) this 
engine is utilising 4-4-0, D122’s tender while its own 
was under repair. The D class tenders were wider (with 
springs below the frame) and higher, a hazard for 
crews with the lower level footplate of the loco as com- 
pared to the T class tenders which were slim with 
springs above the frame. (POT) 


J on the move: J549 stored at Ararat for many years 


has been re-railed. Its tender has been in the dirt near 
the loco depot for some years. It was re-railed on 
Fri.29.3, using ANR loco BL32. This loco has been at 
Ararat for a week ona crew familiarisation setvice. The 
J was re-railed pending removal ‘by some enthusiast 
organisation which is going to restore it to new’, 
according to one of the local employees. (Castlemaine 
and Maldon, Ed.) (PJM) 


Private train: Hauled by the Bendigo locomotive, the 
Melbourne Limited is expected to start operating early 
next year. Bendigo has extensive ties with the $2 mil- 
lion venture. On Wed.21.1 North Bendigo V/Line 
workshops began the mechanical overhaul of the first 
of 14 carriages. Similar to the Orient Express the train 
will be used to host conventions and for tourist excur- 
sions. Owned by Steam Age Co Pty Ltd the train is 
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B66 shunts an Up Bendigo arrival at Spencer St comprising D van, Steam Age cars 604-711, N sets 9 and 19. 
19.4.84. (John Buckland) 


being renovated to suit the 1940s period with fabrics 
and light fittings. 

For the concept to get off the drawing board it 
required change to Government Acts and the discov- 
ery of 14 matching railway carriages in South Australia. 
A steam locomotive was taken from a park in Bendigo 
and is currently being renovated. 

The inaugural journey of the Melbourne Limited, 
scheduled for early next year, will be to Bendigo for the 
official naming of the train. The project had been 
funded entirely from private sources and had been 
encouraged by V/Line. 

The company would have to pay V/Line for the use 
of railway tracks and was giving the Bendigo 
workshops. considerable work for the mechanical 
renovation of the carriages. Bendigo V/Line workshop 
manager, Mr Ken Johnson said V/Line was as excited 
as the investors in the proposal. ‘The carriages will 


_ have an exceptional finish and introduce an entirely 


new concept to rail travel’, Mr Johnson said. (FS) 


Castlemaine - Maldon historic railway project: 
Defence Minister Mr Scholes will again be asked to 
consider a proposal for army engineers to rebuild the 
ancient Muckleford Creek rail bridge and speed 


‘progress on the Castlemaine - Maldon historic railway 


project. The railway preservation society said the need 
for repairs or replacement of the bridge was the 
greatest barrier to rollingstock being able to enter the 
Muckleford rail yards from Maldon. 

The society president said civil engineers had 
inspected the 123-metre timber bridge and estimated 
repairs would cost about $75,000 and total replacement 
was preferrable. Mr Brumby and Mr David Kennedy 
MLA (Labor, Bendigo) met the society at Maldon to 
inspect progress on the rail restoration project follow- 
ing two government grants. Mr Brumby announced a 
$43,426 job creation grant to allow restoration of the 
Maldon railway station and provide work for five peo- 
ple. In 1983 the Victorian Government: allocated 
$20,000 to upgrading the old broad-gauge rail link bet- 


_ ween the two centres as part of the 150th anniversary 


celebrations program. 
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Mr Brumby described the rail restoration project as 
an exciting tourist development for central Victoria. 
Work on the project began in 1976 and the first stage 
of the tourist attraction between Maldon and 
Muckleford, more than 7 km, will begin this year to 
ee with Victoria’s 150th anniversary celebrations 

FS 


The Central Highlands Tourist Railway Ltd.: Below 
is a progress report for TCHTRL. Well done fellas! 
Casey No.1: (Daylesford Dasher) Running. 

Casey No.2: (Bullarto Basher) Required new main 

bearing. Will be running for Daylesford 104. 
Casey No.3: (Trentham Torpedo) Running. 
Sheffield No.1: (Spirit of Lyonville) Running. 
Sheffield No.2: (Spirit of the Highlands) Running, not 

stopping. Requires brake rigging to be assembled. 
Sheffield Trailer: Running. 

Villiers No.1: (‘Beastie’) Running. 

Villiers No.2: Requires complete rebuild. 

Villiers No.3: Requires complete rebuild. 

S.A. Trolleys Nos. 1 and 7: Require rebuilding, 
reassembling and regauging. 

32RM: Stored, awaiting engine change. Does run. 

53RM: Stored. We are still waiting for people to come 
forward to set up a special restoration committee to 
restore this historic railmotor. You may if you wish 
remain anonymous, but it is a very challenging task. 

91RM: Running. Just had a new output bearing in 

No.1 motor. 
26MT: (DERM) Requires the battery boxes and the 

voltage regulator panel bolting back on to make this 

trailer serviceable. 
56MT: (Walker) Requires minor body work. 
All the Walker railcars have recently been cleaned 
inside and out. It has made a big difference. 

We have weed-killed the yard out to over the bridge, 
and mowed down a lot of long grass. This makes it 
obvious that there is a railway underneath. This task is 
continuous. (TCHTRL) 


147 


Traffic 


$303 rests in the sun at Mile End on Wed.21.3.84 as 941 rolls by and 905 looks on in the 
background. (Graham Grieger) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


S class in South Australia: S303 was observed at Mile 
End Loco depot on Wed.21.3. This unit has been sent 
here for crew training, but at this stage mainly to help 
with freight operations through the hills to Tailem 
Bend while BL32 is in Victoria. This loco was seen on 
Thurs.22.3. sandwiched between two 930 class locos 
heading south. On Thurs.29.3 it was seen leading 
Alcos 941 and 943 heading through Blackwood at 
20 15. 

Also seen were 949 and C505 on 5847 Down Jet at 
19 50 and X50 and 932 on the Overland at 20 05 all at 
the same location. 

It was a real pleasure to see this ageing GM cab unit 
working at full power throbbing through the darkness 
drowning out the roar of the twin 930 class directly 
behind. According to staff at Mile End, it is not sure 
whether these units will be interworked at this stage, 
but if the 930s can, then why not the S class? 

Earlier in March Australian National condemned all 
of the seven remaining English Electric 900 class 
diesels. But as from Thurs.22.3 four of the units were 
returned for service to help overcome the loco shor- 
tage. Time will tell how far the 900s will go. (GRG) 


Up Vinelander: The Up Vinelander is normally hauled 

by an X and T, but lately only by an X class loco. 

Wed.14.3: X31 (No.2 end lead) — 33CE set-sleepers 
No.s 11 and 14 VMAY11(B), 20G(V). 

Wed.21.3: B64-D347-33CE set-sleepers No.s 15 and 
16 VMAY11, 209G. 

Mon.26.3: X33 (No.2 end lead)-33CE set-sleepers 
No.s 11 and 14 VMAY11, 20G. 
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Depot visits: (all at Ararat) 

Sun.4.3: B74, $300, 307, 308, T324, 333, 342, 346, 
353, 356, 371, 375, 390, 392, 397, 409, W263, 
Y137, 147 and 159. 

Sun.11.3: B74, C503, 509, S309, T321, 346, 348, 353, 
356, 357, 362, 375, 379, 391, 392, 397, 406, W263, 
X37, Y147, 156 and 195. 

Sun.18.3: C502, S300, 302, 307, T344, 348, 347, 353, 
363, 370, 375, 390, 391, 406, W263, X37, Y137, 
147, 159 and B64. 

Sun.25.3: BL32, C502, S310, T321, 322, 328, 338, 
ee aa 381, W263, X42, Y137, 154, 156 and 157. 
PJM 


BL32 visits Ararat: ANR loco resplendent in green 
and gold was noted at Ararat on Thurs.22.3. It was 
gone on Fri.23.3, but had returned on Sun.25.3. (See 
news item above.) (PJM) 


Multi-units at Stawell: 

Tues.6.3: S300, 307, T409 — Up Grain, 33=66; 12 30 

Wed.7.3: S312, T397, 409 — Up Grain, 33=66; 18 05 

Sat.10.3: B74, X37, T362 — Up Grain, 34=68; 16 00 

Be C509, S300, 307 — Down Grain 33=52; 
1 

Sat.17.3: X37, T348, 391 — Up Grain 29=58: 07 30 

Tues.27.3: C508, T381, 321 — Up Goods 36=76; 
departed 22 55 

Wed.28.3: C504, X37, B74 — Up Grain 46=92; 17 30 

Fri.30.3: T390, T347, Y156 — Down Grain 34=68, 
arrived 07 30 

Fri.30.3: T376, 363, Y137, T332 — Up Grain 26=52: 
07 45. (PJM) 
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Dimboola pass.: At Stawell: 
No. of 
Date Loco Car Set Vehicles Time* 
Tues. 1.3 $310 ? 4 08 10 
Wed.2.3 $305 N15 4 08 10 
Sun.6.3 X54 N8 4 08 10 
Mon.7.3 $310 N10 4 08 10 
| Thurs.10.3 x50 ? 3 08 15 
| Sat.12.3 S315 -N4 3 08 10 
Sun.13.3 S315 N13 4 08 15 
Mon.14.3 S315 N9 3 08 15 
Tues.15.3 S315 N2 4 08 20 
| Thurs.17.3 $315 N7 4 08 20 
Sat.19.3 $303 N3 4 08 15 
Sun.20.3 X46 N4 4 08 15 
| Mon.21.3 X46 N16 4 08 15 
| Wed.23.3 $311 N3 4 08 15 
Thurs.24.3 $302 Nl 3 08 10 
| Mon.28.3,1 $315 N3 5 08 20 
Tues.29.3 X48 N12 4 08 10 
Wed.,30.3 X31 N2 4 08 10 
*Nearest five minutes. (PJM) 


Unusual consist of Sunday pass.: The Down Sunday 
| Horsham pass. is often terminated at Stawell to allow 
| trackwork to proceed. Its natural consist is two B locos 
and 2 N sets i.e. 6 cars. (As from 1.4 one Z set, Ed.). 

On Sun.1.4, it was B68, 1BS, 6BZ, 2BRS, 270BZ, 
_18CE. This is the first non N set consist sighted by this 

observer in over 12 months. While stabled at Stawell, it 

was overtaken by a Down Jet hauled by S305 and 
crossed by an Up Jet hauled by $307 and X53. (PJM) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Observations: The following is a summary of Loco 

Operations in the North-East region. 

January: 

Down broad gauge passenger trains: B72-xX45 
(dead), B63, B75, B76, B78, S300, S306, S308, 
$312, $313, S300-X53, X51-X37, X33, X46, X50, 
X53, X44, X43, X54, X45, X51-X31. 

Up broad gauge passenger trains: B6l, B76, S304, 
$313, X37, X40, X45, X43, X51-45, X46-B78. 

Down broad gauge goods: X47. 

Up broad gauge goods: S300-T393-Y170, S315, S306- 
T367-Y171, 1394, T322-Y170, T344-Y169-Y170, 
T323-Y170-Y172, T326-Y170-Y172, T408-362, 
T320-Y169, X53, X47, X51-T338, T1351, T1321, 

_ X51-T333-Y172. 

31.1984: B72 Up light engine. 

Down Wahgunyah goods: Y169, 4.1.84. 

Wodonga depot: 

4.1: T393, T394, H3, S304. 
18.1: Y170, T321, T344, H1. 
23.1: Y171, T362, T367, T408. 
29.1: Y169, Y171, T338. 

Albury depot: 27.1: 8105, 4535, GM23-24. 

Down standard gauge goods: GM24, GM27-28, 
GM23, GM28-27, GM28, GM28-T411, 42208- 
GM24, 42218-GM27, 42218, 42220, 42220-42218, 

— L252, L253. 

_Up standard gauge goods: T411, 42215, 42202, 42201- 
42207, GM23, GM24, GM27, GM28, L253, L252. 

Down Daylight: 42220, 42215-GM23, 42208, GM28- 
23, GM23-28, GM23. 

Up Daylight: GM23, 42215, 42207, 42205, 42218. 
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February: 

Down broad gauge passenger trains: B80, B74, B83, 
B64, B82, S305, S306, S304, X49, X34, X52, X39, 
X53, X41. 

Up broad gauge passenger trains: B63, B83, $302, 
S304, S306, X41, X50-B64, X51. 

Down broad gauge goods: B84, S300, $308, 1397, 
T400-T321, X50. 

Up broad gauge goods: 

S308-Y171, S300, S308, S305, S304, T370-Y169, 
1338, T376, T325-Y171-Y172, T362, T397-Y174- 
Y169, T363-Y174, T321, T346-Y170, T363-Y172- 
Y169, T390-Y169, T321-Y174, T402, X31-Y17], 
X46, X50-T400. 

Up Wahgunya goods: Y171, 2.2.84. 

Down standard gauge goods: T411, 42220-42210, 
42207, 42220, 42219-GM28, 42216, 42217, 42206, 
GM23, GM27-24, GM27, GM24, L252, L253. 

Up standard gauge goods: 42210, 42209-42208, 42219, 
42220, 42208, GM24, L252. 

Down Daylight: 42210, GM27. 

Up Daylight: 42219, 42208. 

Up Spirit of Progress: 42218. (PRI) 


Myrtleford report: Goods trains ran to Myrtleford in 
the period Wed.15.2 to Mon.19.3. 

Wed.22.2: Down arrived hauled by Y169. 

Fri.2.3: Down arrived hauled by T398. 

Wed.7.3: Down arrived hauled by Y170. 

Mon.19.3: Down arrived hauled by Y170. (IM) 


Southern Aurora: On Sun.11.3.84, the Down 
Southern Aurora included nine sleepers: not a bad load 
for a train which is supposed to be poorly patronised. 
This was the middle of a Victorian holiday weekend, 
although a normal weekend in NSW. (RBS) 


EASTERN LINES 


Strange trains: A reader has supplied Newsrail with 
some unusual passenger train combinations which may 
be of some interest: 

On Wed.22.2.84, No.8454, 0850 Traralgon to 
Melbourne, L class in old blue and gold hauling in 
order, BE3, AE28 (red), BE19, AZ1 (A/C blue and 
gold), CW13 (blue and gold), D349 and VBPY113 
(orange). 

On Fri.8.3, same train; 1166L hauling all red cars 
BE30, BES58, BE33, AE13, CW17 and D342. 


There are a lot of mixed combination passenger trains 

along this line. It appears breakdowns in the N sets are 

causing quite a few problems. Some of the red cars in 
use are much the worse for wear. 

On Fri.93, No.8421, 15 40 Spencer St to Traralgon was 
hauled by a T class, due to a shunters’ stopwork, left 
Flinders St 8 minutes late, and arrived Warragul 18 
minutes late. (FEH) 


If YOU are interested in Railways why 
not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Victorian Division 
Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 
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Rollingstock 


Above: Through running between Melbourne and Adelaide has been working quite successfully for a long time now 
and will get better with locos like “second generation” ANR BL32improving running. Itis seen here at Ballarat Loco 
on 2.4.84. (Les Gunn) 


Below: A seven car Tait set, Frankston bound at Glenhuntly during October 1983. (Paul Jordan) 


‘New’ pass. cars: The last month has seen several 
_ rebuilt cars enter service, including 253ACZ. This car 
has lost the last large window and small toilet window 
_ on both sides at one end, with a new sliding window on 
the left side. A periscope is located on the roof, above 
this window. The doorways remain unaltered. On the 
rear right hand corner, (where N sets have their set 
number located), is stencilled Z53. Also sighted in 
early March were the first rebuilt Harris cars for the P 
class locos. These cars differ from other V/Line cars in 
that they have a grey roof. Due to a flatter roof than S, 
Z and N cars, a small section has had to be built up to 
this steeper curve, on which the periscope is located. 
_ Several windows are blanked off at the guard’s end. 
(PD) 
Orange passenger cars: Orange pass. cars to date: 
N oe (55, 56 and 57 to be released any time 
now. 
BS: 1, 2, 3, 7 (V), 12 (V), 204 (V(, 205 (V), 213 (V). 
Ce 2, 3, 10 (V), 224 (V), 225 (V), 228 (V), 227 
Vv). 
BZ: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 270 (V). 
AZ: 2, 5, 7 (V). 
ACZ: 253 (V). 
SZL: (Sleeping); 287 (V). 
BCH: 121 (V), 122 (V). 
BH: 142 (V). 
DRC: 43, 40 (V), 42 (V). (PD) 
_‘B’ on a ballast: B74 performed humble duties on 
_ Fri.30.3. It was noted on a long Up ballast (26=52) at 
_ Stawell at approx 17 45, where it crossed a Down grain 
hauled by C504, S310. (PJM) 


Old Sparks: At mid-March there were only 4 x 7 car 
Tait sets still in service for the MTA. Three of these 
sets are running on the Epping - Hurstbridge lines, the 
other set can be seen on the Frankston, Williamstown 
or Altona lines at peak times. For those interested, the 

_ numbers are as follows: 

Epping - Hurstbridge lines: Set 1, 477M, 98G, 382T, 
288M, 430T, 28G, 291M. Set 2, 1445M, 418T, 
414T, 478M, 246T, 385T, 279M. Set 3, 1446M, 
428T, 1900G, 273M, 424T, 429T, 289M. 

The other set consists of, 1364M, 433T, 442T, 294M, 
423T, 409T, 256M. (AC) 


Goodbye old Sparks: 

On Wed.18.1, the following Tait cars were seen at 
Newport Workshops: 247M, 266M, 1431M, 486M, 
251M, 276M, 467M, 498M, 257M, 292M, 473M, 
259M, 293M, 479M, 251T, 290T, 334T, 343T, 
396T, 405T, 407T, 419T, 439T, 440T, 229D, 243D, 
245D, 253D, 2G, 6G, 37G and 48G. 

On Tues.6.3, the following Tait cars arrived at Newport 
Workshops: 480M, 56G, 220T, 463M, 298M and 
35G. 

On Thurs.8.3, the following Taits were seen at North 
Melbourne car and wagon shops: 230T, 488M, 61G, 
253M, 249M, 282M and 491M. 

On Fri.16.3, the following Tait cars were seen at 
Newport: 411M, 286M, 297M, 449M, 451M, 264M, 
237T, 91G, 103G, 222D. Bodies of 274M and fire 
damaged 472M. (AC) 


Australian National BL class: By the time this issue 
of Newsrail has gone to press, Australian National BL 
Class locos should (hopefully), be running through to 
Melbourne. Also, single cab 930s (930-935 inclusive) 
are being fitted with V/Line radios. (PD) 
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Victorian and South Australian joint stock sleeping 
cars:(Built at Newport Workshops) 


Name Year Built 

Loddon 1907 Converted 9.1969 to Sleeping 
Car No.10. 

Glenelg 1907 Scrapped, circa 1967. 

Finniss 1907 Sold to S.A.R., 1950. Now at 
ARHS, Dry Creek, SA. 
Available for traffic. 

Torrens 1907 Preserved — transferred 10.1967 
to ARHS Railway Museum, 
North Williamstown. 

Onkaparinga 1911 Scrapped, circa 1974. 

Barwon 1911 Scrapped, circa 1967. 

Baderloo 1919 Sold — Transferred 1967 to 
Littlehampton, SA for private 
preservation. 

Dargo 1919 Scrapped, 1975. 

Pekina 1919 Converted 9.1969 to Sleeping 
Car No.9. 

Tambo 1919 Held at ARHS Depot, Dry 
Creek, SA. 

Angas 1923 Sold 1950 to SAR. Now at 
ARHS, Dry Creek, SA. Under 
repair after fire damage. 

Coliban 1923 Converted 9.1969 to Sleeping 
Car No.7. 

Acheron 1923 Converted 9.1969 to Sleeping 
Car No.6 — Interior 
modifications 3.1971. 

Inman 1923 Converted 9.1969 to Sleeping 


Car No.8. 


It was the original intention to name the first four cars 
Melbourne, Ballarat, Wolseley and Adelaide respec- 
tively; these names were subsequently altered before 
the cars entered service. 


Victorian and South Australian joint stock Pullman 
sleeping cars: Built by Pullman Car and Manufactur- 
ing Corp, Chicago, USA. 


Name Year Built 

Mount Lofty 1927 Withdrawn, 1940 — Sold 1949 
to Commonwealth Railways for 
use on Trans Australian Railway 
(Tea and Sugar train) 

Macedon 1927 Withdrawn, 1940 — Sold 1949 


to Commonwealth Railways for 
use on Trans Australian Railway 
(Tea and Sugar train) 


Victorian Railways sleeping cars: Built at Newport 
Workshops. 


Name Year Built 

Buchan 1923 Clerestory. Airconditioned 1938. 
Converted 1938 to Sleeping Car 
No.4. 

Wando 1923 Clerestory. Converted 1938 to 
Sleeping Car No.5. 

Werribee 1928 Arch (elliptical). Airconditioned 
1938. Converted 1938 to 
Sleeping Car No.1. 

Indi 1928 Arch (elliptical). Airconditioned 
1938. Converted 1938 to 
Sleeping Car No.2. 

Ovens 1928 Arch (elliptical). Airconditioned 


1938. Converted 1938 to 
Sleeping Car No.3. 


Buchanand Wando were built to the same design and 
dimensions as the 1907 joint stock sleeping cars. 
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Works 


Good grief — can this be Surrey Hills? X46 and B64 return to Melbourne with 14 
VHWA hoppers and two vans after a day of heavy work near Mont Albert. Sun.26.2.84. 
(Roderick Smith) 


Spectacular Surrey Hills: 

Mon.27.2.84: Down ballast at 21 20, X39-van-14/ 
VOWA-Vvan. 

Mon.5.3: the 07 02 Down Blackburn, due through Sur- 
rey Hills at 07 21, was a 7-car Tait. This train forms 
the 07 35 Up Blackburn, due through Surrey Hills at 
07 43. It passed on the Up at 07 47. 

Mon.12.3: Down ballast at 23 50, B81-van-8/VHWA- 
van. 

Tues.13.3: Down ballast at 23 20, Y138-Y145-van- 
100/VOWA-van. 

Wed.14.3: Down ballast at 0035, 2/Y-van-11/ 
VHWA-van. The two ballast trains returned at about 
04 15 and 05 15, Down ballast at about 22 00, 2/Y- 
van-10/VOWA-van. 

Mon.19.3: Down ballast at 01 15, B-van-10/VHWA- 
van, returning at 04 15. Down ballast at 21 20, 2/Y- 
Z-10/VOWA-Z, returning at 03 15 Tuesday. 

Sat.24.3: Up passenger at 19 30, T-2/CW-3/E-CV, 
returning at 00 30 Sunday. 

Sun.25.3: Down rail train at 03 30, Y149-Y115-CP-13/ 
KR-ZB, returning at 08 20. Down ballast at 11 20, 
T334-T348-van-11/VHWA-CP, returning at about 
1530. Down ballast at 1220, T-T386-van-12/ 
VHWA-van, returning at 18 05. 

Mon.26.3: Down ballast at 0040, 2/Y-van-11/ 
VHWA-CP, followed by a Down suburban. 

Tues.27.3: Down ballast at 0045, 2/Y-van-10/ 
VHWA-CP. Down ballast at 23 50, 2/Y. 

As can be seen from the accompanying list, the month 

of March has been busy at Surrey Hills. There has been 

a ballast train daily, with more on Sunday: the intensity 
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being caused by the simultaneous work on three pro- 
jects (Croydon duplication, Box Hill rebuilding and 
maintenance on the centre line near Surrey Hills). As a 
general pattern, big power is used at weekends and 
twin Y class midweek. Ballast is sent in block trains of 
VOWA open wagons, or VHWA hopper wagons. 
There was one working of KR rail wagons during the 
month. Notice the cluster of five trains on Sun.25.3: 
the return working of the special pass., three plant 
trains, with another just after midnight. On Sat.10.3 
(Labour Day long weekend) residents around Surrey 
Hills were warned that noisy work would be in progress 
between Surrey Hills and Mont Albert, with detona- 
tors being triggered while work was in progress. (RBS) 


Western works: 

1. The rebuilding of the Wimmera River bridge at 
Glenorchy appeared to be complete on Sat.31.3. 
The bridge was rebuilt using concrete sections 
fabricated in Glenorchy yard. 

2. Re-railing operations had reached the site of Deep 
Lead by Sat.31.3. 

3. Rebuilding of the Lowe St bridge on the Down 
side of Ararat, has been completed. the overbridge 
was re-opened to road traffic during the week end- 
ing Sat.31.3. (PJM) 


Stations to get facelift: Shepparton, Numurkah and 
Seymour railway stations are to get major upgrading 
this year. Works at these stations will follow upgrading 
at Benalla, Wodonga and Wangaratta. Upgrading 
works at Shepparton would comprise painting and 
repair of the exterior of the station, remodelling the 
interior to provide new modern booking office, waiting 
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rooms, lounge and conveniences with suitable furnish- 
ings, carpets and air conditioning. The environs of the 
station buildings will be improved with new signs and 
suitable landscaping. (FS) 


New signalling arrangements: As from Sat.4.2.84, 
new signalling arrangements between Melton and Par- 
wan became effective. The principal alterations are as 
follows: 

1. All points, signals and the signal box at Parwan 
were abolished. 

2. The Electric Staff instruments were relocated in 
the new signal box at Parwan Loop. 

3. Power signalling and motor operated points were 
provided at Parwan Loop. The points and signals at 
Parwan Loop are operated from a panel located in 
the signal box at Parwan Loop. 

4. The existing electric staff sections, Melton - Par- 
wan and Parwan - Bacchus Marsh were abolished. 

The new electric staff sections will become Melton - 


Parwan Loop and Parwan Loop - Bacchus Marsh. 
(KW) 


Opposite: East Ringwood station showing new duplicated line 
and station now an island platform. (Brian Crowley) 


Below: Work at the Down end of Box Hill station on 
Sun.26.2.84. (Roderick Smith) 
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Delays, Derailments, etc. 


Derailment at Ford plant: Three railway crewmen 
were treated for shock and minor injuries after a derail- 


ment at the Ford factory siding in Broadmeadows on | 


Mon.20.2. A V/Line spokesman said ah engine towing 
30 empty wagons and a goods train from the Ford fac- 
tory in Geelong collided. He said the engine and three 
wagons fell on their sides and four wagons on the 
Geelong train were damaged. A railway board of inqu- 
iry was investigating the cause. Because the line was on 


private land owned by Ford, the accident would not > 


affect normal rail services. 
Accident on Eastern line: On Sun.19.2, the loco of the 


Down Bairnsdale pass, broke down beyond Moe. After | 


assistance had been sought, the loco caught fire and 


was detached from the cars and run forward a few 


hundred metres. With the crew attempting to 
extinguish the fire, the loco was left unprotected from 
the Traralgon end, and the relief loco from Traralgon, 
came around a sharp curve out of a cutting and ran into 
it. Both crews jumped before impact, but considerable 


damage was done to both locos and to track. Clearing — 


the line took about 24 hours, with several passenger 
sets stranded east of the site. Buses were used east of 
Moe until the line was reopened. Some trains had 
““scratched”’ sets instead of their usual consists — e.g. 
the consist of 8442 (which leaves Warragul at 19 41) 
was 3 wooden cars, BK and van (normal N set). (CR) 


Above: The remains of T411 at South Dynon Loco on 23.2.84. (Peter Doharty) 


Opposite above: T410 has been separated from 1164 and looks a sad and sorry sight. 


Opposite below: L1164, its nose broken and pride hurt, waits to be moved to Traralgon to have its nose removed. 


Below: T383 tows L1164 towards Melbourne on Sat.3.3.84 after the L lost its nose in the Moe collision. 


(Roderick Smith) 
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Taildisc 


Billy gets Sale’s signals: Signalling equipment from 
Sale’s old railway station has been saved from rusting 
away in V/Line’s junkyard. The slightly corroded, but 
solid equipment has been dismantled and relocated to 
the famous Puffing Billy tourist line in the Dandenong 
Ranges, to be used in conjunction with existing equip- 
ment. The apparatus was donated by Sale City Council, 
keen to see the old station’s history preserved. A pla- 
que acknowledging the donation will be erected at the 
Puffing Billy station. (PM) 


FROM THE PAST 


Colac Herald, Monday, 30th October, 1911: Mr DS 
Oman, MLA has written to the secretary of the 
Progress Assocation, stating that the railway depart- 
ment cannot accede to their request for a corridor car 
on the Mortlake - Terang line. Therefore the travelling 
public will have to content themselves with the ‘dog- 
box’ till the department sees fit to confer upon them a 
more comfortable class of carriage. 


Colac Herald, Wednesday, 20th December, 1911: 
The Mortlake Despatch writes: ‘Information from a 
reliable authority has been supplied to us concerning 
the unsafe condition of the permanent way between 
Mortlake and Terang. It is held the line is in a highly 
dangerous state, the rails in many places being out of 
line. For some time complaints have been rife regard- 
ing the roughness of the journey, and it is almost a 
daily occurrence for passengers to be jolted from their 
seats. The unpleasantness of the journey would bear 
out the contention of our informant that the lines have 
been forced out of level. Not many days ago bales of 
wool were thrown from trucks during transit to 
Terang, notwithstanding the fact that they were 
securely lashed down. If the bad condition of the line is 
the cause, then it behoves the Department in the 
interests of public safety to at once despatch a gang of 
repairers to have the dangerous parts made safe before 
an accident of a serious character occurs’. 


Colac Herald, Friday 21st June, 1912: The dilapi- 
dated condition of the Mortlake railway station build- 
ings was strongly commented on at the monthly meet- 
ing of the Progress Association. The old, unsightly por- 
table buildings have been in use for 17 years. The 
Association feels that a station with the revenue of 
Mortlake and the growing state of the town warrants a 
new building. The Rev McBride moved, and Mr Grant 
seconded, that Mr Oman, MLA be written to urging 
the matter, and to also approach the Minister of Rail- 
ways at once, also that the Railway Commissioners be 
written to. 


Colac Herald, Wednesday, 5th August, 1914: A new 
railway station, to cost £2,500 is being erected here. 
(WDSRS) 


OBITUARY 


Robert Barrie McMillan, a member of the Society for 
almost 50 years, died in a Camberwell nursing home, 
aged 67, on 18th April. His life-long interest in railway 
affairs resulted in his legacy of meticulous records of 
his train trips to many difficult-to-reach destinations in 
the eastern States particularly. He was a keen and com- 
petent photographer and has left a valuable collection 
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of historically important negatives, all carefully docu- 
mented for posterity. 

Although he spent the past few years confined to a 
nursing home, his keen interest in railway affairs 
remained, although unfortunately, he was no longer 
able to participate in train travelling which he enjoyed 
so much. A dear and close friend since our ‘school 
days, I am only one of many who mourn his passing 
and valued his companionship on many a journey to 
unlikely destinations such as Yackandandah, 
Peechelba East, Katamatite, Mirboo North, Lan- 
cefield, Redesdale, Waubra and many more — by 
regular trains too! 

He became a member of the ARHS first in Sydney 
before 1939 and later returned to Melbourne. He 
served a term as President of the Victorian Division. 
(Jaybee) 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Sir, 

I write this letter to express my concern over a 
photograph published on p.22 of the January 1984 edi- 
tion of Newsrail. Whilst I do not object to the subject 
matter or technical quality of the photograph, I believe 
the photographer should be condemned for taking it, 
and more importantly, the Photo Editor should be cen- 
sured for including it in the magazine. 

The reason is simple. The photographer has 
transgressed a basic tenet of the railfan movement — 
SAFETY FIRST. 

The photographer is in fact standing on a running 
line, with his back to oncoming traffic. The running 
line concerned is the Up North East main line, a heavy 
density, high speed section of railway. What chance 
would the photographer have if a train swept around 
the curve whilst his interest was centred on the stan- 
dard gauge triple-header? NONE. No matter how 
much one has studied the timetables and no matter 
how much local information one has gleaned about 
train movements, experience has shown me that trains 
can, and do run early, late and out of sequence. 

The prospect of a dead photographer is gruesome 
indeed and such stupid antics, quite rightly, give 
railfans ‘a bad name’ in departmental circles. I appeal 
to all photographers to act responsibly in this regard, 
for the sake of their lives and for the continuing good 
relations enjoyed between railfans and operating staff. 

Finally, I appeal to the Photo Editor to refrain from 
publishing similar photographs in the future. Some of 
your younger readers might get the idea that it is per- 
missable to stand on running lines. For the sake of 
their lives, please don’t give them the wrong idea. 
Yours truly 
Stuart Turnbull 


RAILWAY QUIZ: 


Last month’s answer: Victoria’s first official name 
train was the Geelong Flyer and it entered service on 
3.5.1926. The name was changed to The Flyer in 1927 
when the train was extended to Port Fairy. In the cur- 
rent timetable, the morning Warrnambool train is just 
number 8221, progress marches on. 


This month’s question: What was the ‘RESO’ train? 
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Exciting Tours 
for Railfans 


@ ROOF OF EUROPE — BY RAIL — $3800 


departs 3rd August, 1984 

A 5 week “In Depth” look at Switzerland and 
Austria, including the Rhaetian, Furka Oberalp 
and B.V.Z. railways, the Gothard and Simplon 
routes and the amazing mountain climbing lines. 
Over 45 railway and tramway operations 
including 8 steam operated. 


e@ THE ISTANBUL TRAIN — 15 DAYS — $2670 


A journey over the legendary Orient Express 
route from London to Constantinople including 
the ‘Iron Gates’, where the Danube passes 
through the Carpathians. Price includes all 
meals, hotels and sightseeing. 


® CAPE TO CAIRO EXPRESS — 34 DAYS — $4606 


The dream of Cecil Rhodes and other Colonists 
—a railway from Cairo to Cape Town was never 
fully realised. Our itinerary covers as much of 
the line as is available plus game parks, Mount 
Kilimanjaro, Victoria Falls and much more. Price 
includes all meals, hotels and sightseeing. 


ALSO AMTRAK, VIA RAIL CANADA, EURAIL PLUS 


THE AIRFARES TO GET THERE! 
For further information on these or any other 


travel arrangements, please contact Phil Asker on 


725 8555 or John Greenough on 725 4655. 


RAILFAN TRAVEL ORGANISED BY RAILFANS 


MAY 1984 


Above: VR Tram No.35 with mechanic Bert Thomas at the rear 
of the Elwood depot. No.35 was sold after accident (minor 
damage to one apron) on 1.4.59, to the Methodist Church at 
Tyabb. During February 1977 it was again removed to the 
Lysaght Recreation Centre at Western Port where it was 
extensively restored and roofed over. (Robert Lilburn) 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


For details on how to place your advertisement and 
charges see p. 131. 


WANTED TO SELL 


On offer to highest bidder. Engine Plates A2 986. Cast 
lron-Brass. Phone: (053) 32 2371 between 6 pm to 7 pm 
Mon. to Thurs. only until May 30th, or mail to 221 Ascot St, 
Ballarat. 


Video Tapes of South African Steam — Listed below 
are the 10 video tapes that are available: 


1. Sir Lowry’s Pass — April 1975: Featuring classes 23 
and 25NC on the trip down to the Cape. The main theme 
is Sir Lowry’s Pass to Elgin featuring classes GEA, 19C, 
14CRB and 15A. 


2. Garatts in Natal — 1974 and 1976: Featuring — 
GMAM (City View to Schroders), GCA (Donnybrook to 
Underberg), GF (Thorneville to Richmond), NGG16 (High- 
flats to Umzinto), GO and GEA (Gingindlovu to Eschowe). 
N.B. This film does have a few places where the film 
jerks due to camera trouble, but we could not leave it out 
for its interest value. 


3. Free State Steam: 15F and 23 (Bloemfonteen to 
Kroonstad December 1975), 15F (Hennemen to Allan- 
ridge January 1976), 15F, 19D and 23 (Kroonstad to 
Klerksdorp January 1976). 


O CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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O CLASSIFIEDS CONTINUED 


4. Cape Northern: Modified 19D No. 2644 (Mafeking to 
Vryborg July 1980), 15F and 25NC (Kimberley to Perde- 
berg July 1980), 16E and 15E (last run of Drakensberg). 


5. Cape Eastern No. 1: East London Suburban 12AR 
15AR 14CRB, Port Affred to Grahamstown 19D, Barkly 
East to Lady Grey 19D, Burgersdorp to Stegusberg 
15AR. 


6. Eastern Transvaal No. 1: Breyton to Piet Retief 
GMAM 15F 15CA 15AR, Pretoria to Witbank 15CA. 


7. Cape Midlands No. 1: Lootsberg GMAM 19D and 
19B. Klyilaat to Oudtshoorn 19D. 


8. Union Limited — 1977: Featuring the following 
classes — 14AR, 25NC, 25COND, 16E, 15E, GMAM, 15F 
and 52. Complete documentary of this superb special 
train. It also includes 16E No. 858 at the head of the 
Drakensberg from Kimberley to Dedor, Poorden Eiland 
Depot scenes, SA Vaal departure from Cape Town 
harbour, and of course the train from Johannesburg to 
Cape Town and back. Some superb shots of 16E at full 
speed in the Free State. 


9. Corridor Dining Express — 1978: This includes 
class 19D on the Estcourt - Bergville line, the blue 
NGG13 at Estcourt, the famous 15F of Jon Pretorius at 
Newcastle plus the special from Glencoe to Durban and 
return. Other classes include — 15F, 12AR, GMAM, 
GMAM and 14R, 3 x 1E Units and 15AR. 


10. Sunset Limited — 1979: A full documentary of 
almost 2 hours of sheer enjoyment. Featuring classes — 
16E, 16DA, 12A and 15A, 12A, 12BR and 12R, NGG15 x 2 
Apple Express, 15AR on Uitenhage suburban, 15AR x 2, 
19D, GMAM and 24, 24 x 8 (triple-headed Knysna to 
George), 14CRB x 2 and 24 banker (almost 5 minutes of 
slipping and battling up Great Brak River Bank), GMAM 
and 24 banker, 24 and 19D, 19D and 15AR, 24 and 19D 


and 19D banker, 16DA, 23, and 15CA. This was most 
probably the greatest special ever experienced in South 
Africa. Get ready to sit back, relax and watch the action 
and drama of this fantastic special in the comfort of your 
lounge. 


All videos are about 1 hour long (except for Sunset Lim- 
ited 1979, about 2 hours) and are in colour with live 
sound (not dubbed) and commentary by Tom Stanton. 
They have all been converted from Super 8 sound 
movies onto video and are available in either VHS or 
BETA format. The cost per 1 hour tape is R80.00 (around 
Aust. $80) if the tape is supplied or R100.00 (around 
Aust. $100) if we supply the tape plus R8.00 per tape for 
airmail postage and insurance to Australia. The “Sunset 
Limited 1979” is R120.00 (around Aust. $120.00) if tape 
supplied or R145.00 if we supply tape plus postage and 
insurance as above. Delivery time is around 3 weeks. 
Remittance to be sent by draft to Tom Stanton or Dick 
Gillat in South African Rand. For full details send s.ae. 
to: Tom Stanton, P.O. Box 375, White River 1240; Dick | 
Gillat, P.O. Box 1093, Nelspruit 1200. 


FOOTNOTE: Having previewed the tape ‘Free State 
Steam” in November 1983 | personally found it of partic- 
ular high quality in picture and sound reproduction. It 
was a very comprehensive record of operating steam in 
South Africa. (M. de J) | 


Nothing to do on Tuesday nights? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


VIDEO TAPES OF 


LE’ SOUTH AFRICAN STEAM 


* All videos are guaranteed No. 1 copy of the master 
Steam locomotives brought into your lounge for armchair viewing 


People unable to enjoy the drama, thrills and beauty of SAR steam can now purchase live 


steam action video tapes on the subject. 
Some of the titles now available are: 


Garratts in Natal (1 hour) 


* Special Offer: Order any 3 and get 1 free (except Sunset Ltd.) 


Free State Steam No. 1 (1 hour) 


Union Ltd./ Express 1977 (1 hour) 
Corridor Dining Express 1978 (1 hour) 
Sunset Limited 1979 (2 hours) 

Sir Lowry’s Pass 1975 (1 hour) 


For full details of this exciting offer see classifieds section above. 


158 


NEWSRAIL 


The 
Railfan 
Shop 


PHOTOGRAPHS e BADGES 


MAGAZINES e@ SLIDES 


e RECORDS e BOOKS 


SECONDHAND MODELS 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 67 2480 


JE; JO 


SE EAT NOW 


RAILMAC PUBLICATIONS 
900 Review 

Bus Fleets Melbourne 

Eastern Somerset Railway Album 
Rails Around Frome 


BLANDFORD PUBLICATIONS 
To China for Steam, Robert Adley 


DAVID AND CHARLES 
The Lake Counties Vol. 14. A Regional History 


of the Railways of Great Britain by 
David Joy 


O.P.C. 

Engines of the LMS, built 1923-51, 

P. Rowledge 

A History of Highland Locomotives, 
Peter Tatlow 

The Great Western at Swindon Works, 
Alan Speck 

The Narrow Gauge Charm of Yesterday, 
Ivo Peters 

Diesels Nationwide Vol. 2, Colin Judge 
Diesels Nationwide Vol. 3, David Allen 
Diesels and Electrics on Shed Vol. 2, Eastern 
Region, Rex Kennedy 

Double Headed Diesels Nationwide, 
John Vaughan 
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Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 


home delivered? 


DETAILS: 
A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 


‘BRANCH LINE 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 


! TRAIN WORLD 


I 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 


SC es Ces RE CER Te Dees nT 


CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


596 6342. 


ee nr | 


OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 
I Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. I 


| New and used models. 


HOBBYCRAFT 


for Model Railways 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 


| elle iol | 


35 TODD STREET 
P.O. BOX 1013 

ALICE SPRINGS 5750 
TELEPHONE 

(089) 52 7327 


AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
Trans Australian Poster, 

No. 1 of Series. 

Only 2,000 printed 


Packing and Postage 
$2.50 


Private Owner Wagons from the Gloucester 
Railway Carriage and Wagon Company Ltd., 
by Keith Montague 

The L.N.E.R. remembered, J. S. Whiteley and 
G. W. Morrison 

Profile of the Peaks, J. S. Whiteley and 

G. W. Morrison 

Profile of the Duchesses, David Jenkinson ... 
Profile of the Westerns, P. Nicholas and 

S. Montgomery 

55 Years of the East Anglian Steam, Dr. lan 


DOG SPIKE BOTTLE OPENERS 

From the line between Ewaninga and Finke, 
Central Australia Railway 

Packing and Postage 


Bankcard welcome. 
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“FAREWELL 900° 


DIESEL ast tele 


‘900’ CLASS DIESEL ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES WERE THE 
FIRST MAINLINE DIESELS ON THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
RAILWAYS. PLACED IN SERVICE 1951-53 BUILT AT THE SAR. 
WORKSHOPS ISLINGTON WITHDRAWN FROM SERVICE 7-3-84. 


A © 900’ REVIEW’ BOOK-S$1-95 
e ‘SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 900 CLASS DIESELS’ 
—CASSETTE—$5-95 
VA e ‘900’ T SHIRTS — WHITE OR CREAM 
WITH COLOUR PRINT OF ‘LADY NORRIE’ 
SIZE 12 4 — $6-O00O SIZE 6—22 —s6-95 
e SLOPPY JOES WHITE ONLY 
MENS 14—22 — $15-00 
e ‘SAR 900’ HATS BASEBALL STYLE 
POLYESTER CAPS ONE SIZE FITS ALL 
— RED WITH WHITE FRONT PANEL 
— $4- 95 


STYLE wiceniaetioevia . SIZE 3.44 
COLOUR .........., .... NUMBER 


AMOUNT SENT .. 


REI 
@ HEART yee 
35 TODD aie 
PO.BOX ADDRESS 
ALICE SPRINGS 5750 
TELEPHONE (089)52 3128 
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